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The Hello Girls
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In 1918, the U.S. Army Signal Corps sent 223 women to France as telephone operators to help win the
Great War. They were intrepid, united in a common cause and like Joan of Arc before them, they wanted
to save France. Told through 100-year-old letters, photos, rare archival footage, and interviews with
family and historians, this documentary brings to life a story that was almost entirely unknown.
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Hello Girls Wlllled.

" 'Washington.—The signal corps needs
women telephone operators betwoeen 23
and 35 years old, who are in good
health and speak French and Engligh

- fAuently, Experienced operators pre-

ferred. Salarles range from 3560 to
$1256 a month with rations and quarters
the same as recelved by army nurses.

Units of women operators " to bhe

sent abroad will  wear distimetive

uniforms and be consldersd from a
military standpoint _as in a similar
position to the members of the ritish
women's auxilinry corps. WVives of
army officers and enlisted men In

| Enrdpe or about to go will he acceptod,
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" | cellent railroad facilities and in addition | ve!

Young Women of D
Ameriea, Allention!

~w
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Here’s an opportunhy to serve your (Ca
country in France with General Persh-  ha
+{ing's Expeditionary Force—a chance to tin
“ | do as much to help win the war as the an
| men in khaki who go “‘over the top.”"  pal

Uncle Sam wants to have his tele- pr
phone system in France operated by ' Ke
the most efficient operators in the ex
world and that means by American he
young women. The Signal Corps have
asked the telephone compamew in the 'l
United States to secure these ‘'sw nch
board soldiers for them.

Just because you are or have beep &3
telephone operator, don't think that br
 you therefore can easily secure a posi- :"‘
tion in this expeditionary operating yp
force The flrstnndﬂxedrequlrement no
iis an ability to speak and read both 8"
.1French and English fluently and be
o nhle to undenhnd rendxh French
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Fr:ncﬂmt only links General Persh-
{ing's headquarters with various points .
. of military importance, but it also con- w;
| nects directly with the French Govern- lig
_ ment telephone system. Knowledge of b
switchboard operation is also desirable,

_and if all the operators needed are not mt
'—‘ obtained from those already haviny ex-- re<

T TR e B e e e
S | necessary training by some telephone - -
lcompan) 7 Se
‘s . Every member of the organiZation
5 must wear a standard uniform that has as
* | been specified by the War Collage and lo
will be soldiers coming under military -
restrictions at all times, The pay will ' ge
be $60 a month for operators, $72 for (h
supervisors and a §125 for chief operr
tors, in addition to which, allowances n¢ %
will also be made for rationsand quar- l
ters when these ﬂnngs are not pmid m

al
of

NORTR M T A G



THE HELLO GIRLS AT FORT FRANKLIN (NOW FORT MEADE) - FROM A
VIDEO BY DENNIS SKUPINSKI



Women’s Army G o

FT. MONMOUTH The
Army  Signal Corps Museum
has just acquired one of the
blue serge uniforms worn by
the “Hello Girls" of World
War |

The first unit of 33 female
telephone operators to serve
with the American Expedi-
tionary Force arrived in Paris
March 24, 1918, They were re
cruited, according to the Chief
Signal Officer in the 1919 re
port, “hecause of the unques
tioned  superiority of women
as telephone switchboard op
erators and fo release men
for service in more dangerous
areas
The girls had to speak both
French and English. The re
porl say Our experience Iin
Paris with the untrained and
undisciplined  English-speak
ing French women operators
was almost disastrous — The
remarkable change in the
character ol the service al
General  Headquarters and

other points when the Ameri-
can women took over was one

of the features of the Signal
Corps work of the fime."

In all, 233 telephone opera
tors wenl to France to serve
IN SIX operating units ar
2nd and Jdrd Army Headquar
ters

PFC Diane Bumpus (left) wear World War WAC garb. Spec
I Women's

Army Corps uniform with the Wor
Eisenhawer jackeal and heavy shoes. Cen form. All are
rerr sk modern

carly uniform is on d
play in the uni
th

mal Corps Museun
n Myer Hall

quarters of the Signal School
The hat is beaver. It was prc
sented by Brig. Gen. Mildred

locate
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'Phone Girls
to Join Boys

at the Front

Qoveral teleplione girls in this
cily have applied for more inlar-
mation regarding the Signal Corps
of the Uhited States nrmy cali Tov
telephione girls in the service on
the military telephone wires in
Franee, There sre o large number
of Dridgeport girls in the lele-
phone service and nearly the enlire
working foree are inlorested in the
tatest cull for their services.

They all know thut FL W. Cas-
lor, division advertiging manager
for the New York ‘elephone com-
pany, has enlisted and (E] nc!_‘l_mg as
the tclephone volee which is enll-
fing 1he “Hello Givls” 1o action anel
his woice hns been heard in ihis
city, according lo ile numersus
ielephone calls for information on
the matier. )

The wovernment wunte givls who
have resources and inltiative to “'go
it alope” if meed be.  Already 100
sivls in New York have becn ac-
cepted for the service wnd they
have started io lexrn Ifveneh.  AS
fask as the girls can be fonund they
will he irpined sither at home ov
in some lraining center and then
went over ie help win tho war.

They will wear a unifornyr pre-
| seribed by the War College and
will say farewell to all other kindy
of dresses from the day they start
worlk until its all over “over
there,” Operators  will wear @«
black brassard with a block {ele-
phone transmitter on it super-
vicors will have & gilt  laurel
wreuth under the Lransmitter, and
the chief operator will have in nd-
dition the gilt lightning belt of 1heo
Sienal Corps.  Operators will got
£60 o month, supervisors 72 and
chlef operators $126. fj.ationsla_ml
guarters will be given in acddition
to the pay. &
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callled it, “Hobo House.; We were among the firs
girls to go across, and arrangements were very
sketchy in those days. The girls who came later
waited in New York until the day they sailed, and
didn't go through the experience of living in a
tramps’ retreat.

We had to hop out of bed at seven in the mom-
ing and go through what we called a pajama dril

in the cold, bare room. Making a
out of a frivolous girl is an intcrestiii?b? m
evolution. Unless the girl has the idea firmly im-
planted under her coiffure that she is sg:mg to be 2
soldier or die in the attempt, will never
able to stand the strain. A number of the girls
fainted at first, but they soon got so they could
take their daily training like men. I even got so I
enjoyed it. -

Afternoons, we used to stand min our white
spats, on higi)-beeled pumps, and drill again. We
certainly must have looked like a cartoon, standing
up there in costumes that were designed to make
us look like pretty girls, and going through the gym-
nastics of the defenders of our country. We looked
more like a group of chorus-girls than like the sol-
diers we felt we were. But after we got our uni-
forms, and bought our regulation shoes and hats,

we knew that we really were in the army at last.
1 mv third chat in tha arm far tonhaid in Hahalan The

L












The Hello Girls Alabama Alaska Arizona Arkansas California Colorado Connecticut Delaware Florida Georgia Hawaii Idaho lllinois
Indiana lowa Kansas Kentucky Louisiana Maine Maryland Massachusetts Michigan Minnesota Mississippi Missouri Montana
Nebraska Nevada New Hampshire New Jersey New Mexico New York North Carolina North Dakota Ohio Oklahoma Oregon Pennsylvania
Rhode Island South Carolina South Dakota Tennessee Texas Utah Vermont Virginia Washington West Virginia Wisconsin Wyoming

District of Columbia Commonwealth of Puerto Rico Others

Your Hello Girls: 4 (1 Chief Operator, 1 Supervisor, 2 Operators)

Grace Banker (Chief Operator)
Marie L. Beraud (Supervisor)
Suzanne M. Beraud

Louisette H. Gavard
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D_‘bu-h_l Correspondence of The Star.
TOURS, France, November 1, 1918,

HE man who knows most, per-

. haps, about thelr work In

: France, kindly, thoughttu)

Capt, Edwin Stannard, for-

merly a telephone trafic engineer of
.Boston, thus speaks of them:

“They are worth putting in hotels,”
he says, "because when we say to a
young lady, ‘Go to Parls,’ she packs
her Daggage, we take her to the de-
pot and she goes up to Paris by her-
#glf.’ Bhe travels about France where
sle is sent,- without making condl-
tions, objections or observations, Our
but do fine work, go on time and take
care of themselves."

. Théy are A. E. F. telephone girls,
helping win the war,

About 225 such are actually In
¥rance and about 40 more, recruited
as much as possible by the great tele-
phone companies, arrive every six
weeks, :

By thelr experience and success
th:x‘mly be looked on as a kind of
m 1 by any ambitious W, O, C, girls
of the 5,000 now bheing enrolled by
Miss Elsfe Gunther of the office serv-
icé department, labor bureau A, BE. F,,
in American cities.

8o they are interesting.
There are others. .
’ *

% » & '

v Fifty Quartermaster Corps girls and
an Ordnance Department unit, chiefly
of stenographers and secretaries, have
been In Tours two months. Recruited.
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AMERICAN TELEPHONE GIRLS IN AN ADVANCE ARMY EXCHANGE IN FRANCE,

Girl Workers With Our Army

S eitded:
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In France

a chateau, ruing or historic beauty
spot. In twilight, strolling to their
hotel, through the gay Rue Royale,
there are two young officers beslide
each,

The telephone girls wanted to go to
the front. i
They made a formal petition, and it
was granted as much as is compati=
ble with chivalry,

“They are not in battalion tele-
phone exchanges,' sgald Capt, Stan-
nard emphatically, "“but they are with
the 18t Army headquarters. They will
never be nearer the front than the
headquarters of the army—movMg
with headquarters, and isn't that
enough?" :
When Parls risked evacuation, in
the dark days of last March, the girls
sald firmly: "We stay—we goO with
the last!" And John J. Carty, illus-
trious American sclentist and chlef
engineer of the telephone company
before he came to France as a Signal
Corps colonel, says that their stanch-
ness 18 a characteristic. It is the same
at home, : :

‘“Not a week passes in the United
States in which telephone girls do not
distingulsh themselves for devotion”
says Col, Carty. “They hold the ex-
change . in cases of floods. train
wrecks, catastrophes, strikes, fires
and troubles. It is a characteristic of
the American girl when she feels that
she forms part of a corps!”

W. 0. C. girls, now being enrolled at
home. it I8 up to you.

All this ls yours—to live up to.

L
* X

The Women's Overseas Corps, 5,000
strong, will be a grand corps, with
a mightier revealing spirit to Europe,
Already {ts first contingent is arriv-
ing In France., Recruiting of other
units will be carried on rapidly, lo

meet the demands of the big Army

Aanartmanta and nartieularlv of the
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: i . Telephone @irls Beach Franoz.
e - g ’ | | Thirty-three American  telephone
Viur Uas Vihs o Gocko— girls, who speak English and French
/ ) o s A . |equally well, have just arrived In
ooy v L - TNY Ll WWM7 France to operate the switchboards in
it Ayt 0 faand oKt ithe warious Army headquarters. They
e ‘ %/‘”ﬁ B0 i ' have been divided ba;wuun &I‘m plgin-
MO v Yovbied o axh it leipal Army centers, Parls, en. Pear- |
7 bl shing’s headquartera in the fleld and |

W ewrw  — WY Uaw Gl __ | the headquarters lines of communica-
Hiaiile A -l ) tion. ’

e d ot e, R American officers have been pleas-
dadl duhufS tliweetis antly surprised when taking uj s
, w,,“ ;7{ 4 ZMW{[’A o 'telephm;:. receiver to hear the famliliar
Al ikl Tlhre Lo “Number, pleass,” or “Line’s busy,” in-

~ ﬂ ‘ / r PR stead of the usual French equivalent
Cieesr tevw - e «'«-ﬂu/uuu.v@_ Each of the girls is provided with a
Baly o Wil J Lemiiets 22 regulation colored skirt and blouse |
Al and A dark blue hat with the orange
e Goy Af R, e Uhawnes 2 ed and white cords of the Bignal Corps, to

! 0 “4 /724 lwhich they have been attached. A

& (_.(.4((,« ; {,,{ L (“ ? o ( ./‘_‘ 7 ;‘( ;_

i 4 white bressard Indicates their rank. A |
AN . 2 7 i{blue outlined design of a telephone
LA ‘u,upb7 Qv abuod e muuthplece:t s d,e!ls,‘na.ta!l tha ﬂrlt-cla!:
/ 2./ ,f W » oparator; a8 same wit the wreat
JSMCAT e Fed otlus. af marks a supervisor and a wreath and
L aeYs - lightning flashes Is used for the chlef
operator. If the experiment with girll

-
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Back our
oirls over there |

United War Work Campaign




AMERICAN “HELLO” GIRLS READY FOR SERVICE “OVER THERE" N
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FIRST UNIT OF AMERICAN TELLPm)Ng OPERATORS WHO WILL LEAVE SOON 'QR
GENERAL PERSHING'S FORCE IN FRANCE <




Brave Girl Soldiers of the Switchboard
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— ASBURY PARK EVENING PRESS 7

THIRTY-SECOND YEAR. NO. 265. ASBURY PARK, N. J, SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 9, 1918.—381st DAY OF OUR WAR.

GERMANY’S WAR LORDS DISCUSS TERMS;
MAY RECEIVE REPLY THIS AFTERNOON;

J!MI:ROABSFRJKECALLEDNGERMANY

WAUBRHCE CREAT MISS M’COOK THRILLS  (FFICIAL REPORTSNCALL GENERAL RAILROAD Courier Hastens to Spa With
FRIESS STAKEN HUNDREDS AT SAVOY Sy Sty oy ST e HANCELOR Max ReSions ~ Allied Demands—No An-

oot misy e e e SWer Possible Before Late
. M‘f:h.‘ 2‘"5'!;3 :&«l:‘ Tday Unle.. Wirele“ Au-
JUes S thority to Sign Is Given,

No Cessation In Fighting.

PARIS IS CONFIDENT
“=  PACT WILL BE SIGNED

1 | . WASHINGTON, Nov. 9.—Allied armistice terms

GERMAN ALTERNATIVE b 3
INVASION, NOT EVASI -‘-. were ud-y. being discussed at German mnd head-
s . froen e Socai- quarters with an answer required by Marshal Foch be-

BN FIRGES 2 vt et sy 1 2 GORMANRIY
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experience."”

Miss Schooley sald it was a scream
to hear French girls sing, “John
Brown’s Baby Hps a Cold Upon Its
Chest."” The French, she sald, are
doing thelr utmost to master the Eng-
lish language, In one educational
center established by the Y. W. C. A.
there were 700 registrants the first
day. She told of the splendid work
being done by the Signal Corps girls.
Uncle Sam’s *“Hello™ girls, and by the
nurees and those tn charge of the
hostess houses and recreational cen-
ters, Commending the work of the
English women, she sald, “My admir-
ation is unlimited for the work being
done by the women of Eangland. In
one munitions center there," she sald,
more than 27,000 women were em-
ployed, and the increase In the out-
put over that produced by the men
was P00 percent—and thres out .of
gvery five of the women are wearing
crepe bands! She sald 65000 Eng-
lish women have enlisted In the army
and are doing everything a soldier
does but shoulder a gun.

BV OWRD Iy TS

TIALEIN P M MM AA A MAaslI™s

B RN R B N B A

S o e I3 e L, e D) oS ) D) S et bt DD e



SELECTING WAR HEROINES.: WOMAN'S OVERSEAS LEAGUE
New York Times (1923-); Jun 30, 1926; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York

pe. 14

SELECTING WAR HEROINES.

Woman's Overseas League Considers
Four Names.

OMAHA, June 29 (P).—The names of
four women were suggested for the
honor of ‘‘outstanding heroine of the
World War” by delegates at the Wo-
man's Overseas Service League con-
vention here.

Edith Cavell, the English nurse, who
was executed by the Germans; Marion
Crandell, Omaha girl, -wwho was the
first American women to be killed as
the result of shell fire; Jane Delano,
head of the American Red Cross
' Nurses, who died in Paris, and Kath-
| erine Baker, another Red Cross nurse,
| who died in foreign service, were the
ones proposed.

Mrs. W, K. Vanderbilt, for her or-
.ganization genius, was called worthy
of honor. The Salvation Army girls
were mentioned as having been a group
that performed the meost outstanding
service. The telephone girls were said
to have done the bravest work.

As for the outstanding hero of the

e wm Al o rr s s e e e L¥® o4
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lnez Ann Crittenden- Strucken by‘
Pneumonia on Day That Ar-
2018/10/6 15:23 ' mistice Was Signed.
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:II.LB\' ft . Mezmphis, Teoa,
RPORA
m’u‘h&o Morio, Woedtaven, N, Y.

ATES;
wnca Pattan, Px.
"l"nnrni:: Ar‘l-u’rlﬁ‘“ﬁ:h& x, .
teed J.. CFrUS. Minn.

uacll.l IIBBI T m‘v:.”'iai:' y |
» . K
g‘l AAMS, Juceh, Port uvm. JTex,

e, N PERATOR:
u' mcého Helen, Usion City, Mich
6 Tat 3 min I, Cb 1L

Ap.lu Paintsville, Ky.
wv'i')'.‘s':‘r'ﬂ Gunnard, Moline, 101,
RUGLE. WiHltam B, Madisonvlls, Tean,
AN 1L 1., Imillas, Tex.
MADEOY, Meory, Jupster, Fla.

CHANGESN IN STATCS,

The following cabled corrsctions
are IsTued as &N Iz to the

raetler cosuaite listn at the ”"I‘PW

s

7

. rd
. Bart lﬁt‘ ...................... Cc.pah.-...ﬁ,.}ov_ Focaflocein,
(Surname.) (Christian name in full.) (Army serial number, )

...Operator _ Telep hage.-.ﬁpwﬁees-&-sw&-g--c“

(Rank and ofganization.)

r relationship to the deceased..... s&w SO

esire the remains brought to the United States? ............ &= s
’ i "@s or no.)
s are brought to the United States, do you B T e
wish them mlerred in a national cemet rv? (Yes or no.)

1f you desire the remains interred at t

home of the deceased, give full informa-

UOD bvlow as to where they should be ent

'>f pcrson to receive remans. ) 4

(I,xpres« oflice.) (Telegraph omce )

\

. / | — ',‘ ,
', .......-.-.W Laﬁ./..;"-‘f'.‘:f..-. ...... ...(.‘w.- il “"'/"'/“‘/’\{:"“%‘"'M&#"'“"&M{““"—'
(Number-afid sifeet.) 7 ' (City or town.) j (State.)
= —_ - —y
(Sign here) %k.d.aﬂ\.’ /7 .
A\l "
..... S ----_matus.—.--m.z.(d:’...----------!z‘wf‘d/..-.-
(N umber and street or rural route.) (City, townyor post oyice ) (State.)

Read carefully the letter accompanying this card. 3—6713
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— I SEEUTTNALEVIOYe Ul wOT O ulue cauuren ang! oY , < it .:lS to be ShOWn at the
arles Shultz officiated. They are! several playlets for the intermediate ‘Sund...\:M.c.)nda,\ 34 Tye: da:»" Ma”}theatre, commencing Fr
spending their honeymoon in Chicago.!boys and girls with sones by the|FPickford in “Daddy Long Legs. forth.
Miss Lucile Swain entertained on!school. Everybody is invited to at-| _Wednesday and Thursday—Mabel The triang! 1d as 4
hursday evening at her country home | tend. { Normand in “When Doctors Disagree. st bel
ear Sugar Grove. Games and music | Friday and Saturday—Pauline Fred-|offers a number of angle
were enjoyed and late in the evening| erick in “The Fear Woman." {tion. In the case in “T}

efreshments were served. The gu@stsl U. S. “HELLO” GIRL i man,"” a sorrowful, wel
|

were Misses Clara Hill, Mable Sanders, MURRAY woman, Helen Winthrop,
uba Sawyer, Ruby Gilmer, mgm,’ WINS D. S. MEDAL Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday— | fate into the household o
Davis, Meree Oler, Sarah Gamber. { Enid Bennett in “The Law of Men.” ‘a blase married couple.
pMary Hatfield, Ollie Bane, Louise Lind- | SEATEN | Thursday, Friday and Saturday— yIng it is expected that the
ey, Katherine Strickler, Louise Harris ! ¥ e I 5 ! Lila Lee in “A Daughter of the Wolf.” | incilude Helen Winthrop,
Rosella Keever, Gertrude Cain, Ra-| b R T SR S :and Mrs. Scarr. On the
hel Gwinn, Mildred Hill, Lucile | <y S VA MURRETTE !the author has woven the (
wain, Charles Riggs, Dallas Stevens, ; a 2 5T Sunday, Monday and Tuesday — | Mrs. Cecarr, the offender:
arl Simpson, Kenneth Nicholson, R Pk neh i ¢ ; : Douglass Fairbanks in “The Knicker-|well society “favorite,”
>len Veal, Aaron Lindley, Ray Wise, m— bocker Buckaroo.” | Winthrop, with the latte
arence Shiebla, Walter Cain, Lloyd S k>, Wednesday and Thursday — Ethel | tagonist.

Baunders, Delson Cox, Luther Sowers, : Clayton in “Vicky Van.” In saving the wile's
fohn Robinson, Horace Boyd, Harold Friday and Saturday—Frank Keen-| Helen Winthrop makes f
ook, BEenjamin Franklin, Horace an in “The Master Man."” sacrifice for a woman—th{
mtts, Donald Gause. own good name,

. WASHINGTON The subtlety of the

s - The triangle, the bone of contention uation, to which the unsu
OXFORD, O.—The second session 5 In contemporary society, is one of the | Scarr adds the fourth ang

pf Miami university's summer school hinges on which the plot of “The Fear |brought out in “The Fe
'ill open Monday. Desn H. C. Min- | 3 Coo ¥ Woman,” Pauline Frederick's latest ! py Miss Forrester bett
pich says he is expecting an attend~; SR Goldwyn production, swings. And tri-| than in any other play i1
nce of 700 to SO0 students. The ses- | : G angles in society often have more than vivid Miss Frederick b

fon will last six weeks. i the traditional three angles, as the sit-| peared.
Miss Anna D. Habekost, of West !

lexandria, has been appointed act- & = |
ng dean of women at Miami univer-| : . 2

ity this summer, to serve {n the place |
f Dean Elizabeth Hamilton, who has|
fone to Kittery Point, Me., to spend!
her vacation. -

Nowadays a successful

INVESTIGATE POGROMS |like a well-wrought nove

| plete with bits of detail th)

8y Asscclated Press) greater verisimilitude, sm

| PARIS, June 21.—President Wilson | selves but large in effect.

i x o 4 has decided to appoint a commissinn mand’s Goldwyn pictures

~ T Sy i LR T RTES to investigate reported pogroms in! ples of this, and in “W

SREENVILLE —Mayor Wright and | Poland. | Disagree,” her newest, ti
he police department have declared

ar on the indiscriminate firing of air ! |

fles in the city limits. Any boy | H

aught shooting birds will be brought | Miss Grace D. Banker.
efore juvenile court, warns the ’ : ’ .
F Miss Grace D. Banker of Fassalc I—I Rl hn f A]l Wh L
Yor. 1 o T (AR
l;i&,h Thompson of Red River, has N. J., has received the Distingruished | €re s C €ss Ior 0 Love
Son takaa to tha foaktie hospital at | Service Medal from Gen Hunter G d S
ayton following complaint of neigh. | Liggett for “exceedingly meritorious a oo tory

nd distinguished service, and un-
ors that he has been frequently firing ?i : ke b
J : ri ev !
I OariieNois WehBORE. ng devotion to her duties under

- trying conditions during operations
Oliver Fourman, living near Arcun- against St. Mihiel salient and north
m, was before juvenile court charged of Verdun.” Miss Banker is chief On ense 0 ‘; e
‘ith neglect of his children. After be sperator of the army telephone serv- |

ng confined in jail for an hour he| \ce in Coblenz. She has been over-

a8 released on promise to follow the| ceas a year and was supervisor of I I

ourt's orders. | the first thirty-two “Hello Girls™® |

John Calderwood has received word| ‘Lo cnlisted in Mareh. 1918, Da fOI. One un
t the death at Sautell, Cal., of his| i
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|
clafy. | Extracts from letter of Miss Helen| ¢hief
18 10~} (yo0k, chief operator at Chaumont,| €80
1omas | ceneral Pershing's henlquarters, read : | pan.y.
1 bill I was in Paris for a few days .ast St. Naz
eVerY | \veek and saw Miss Barbour, who j« [OTme
! rea- | now chief operator in charge of the ,_""l""
duty | Paris distriet, which includes La Belle l”".m"_'_
‘etion | pnine, a toll switching point Just out. 1Y 388
ist of . ine of Paris i direct charge bf Miss vr, M
vote, | panker, an exchange at Aviation, one  “PhOD
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Id be | ,ne at Mediteranne, one at the Red ""'“",
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fund in direct charge of Miss Marsh, one at i
| nian Sl Anpe, and a large exchange at the
ayers E]\QW Palace All of the chiaf "l‘:
BCUOD  orptors of these exchanges report tc The ¢
- Miss Barbour. Miss Egan is in charge . appeare
. i of the exchange at Crillon: Miss where |

s¢ by ' Frankfort Is in charge of the P. B, X | Thie |
e the | at President Wilson's house. ! | quickly
r pri- All of the business in Paris is prob | New Yo
hable ably temporary. Five of the girls ar«!
or 15 | in Treves, the (General Hendquanersl

| in connection with the Army of Occu |
Intro- | pation, and the Headquarters whicl, The t
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| War Worker Weds

Grace Derby Banker (above) of
Newark, N. J.,, winner of the
D. 8. M. for her work as chiet
of the telephone service of the

~

auch ap

A. E. F., became the bride of
Eugene H. Paddock of New
York the other day.
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DANCE WITH GEN. PERSHING.

Telephone Girls, His Guests, Found
Flghter Unspoiled by Fame.

How General DPershing * surroundaz
himself with the gool-will of all the
subordinates in hiy army " was shown
in a letter received by AMliss Vepronica
Taaffe of Stone Avenue, Yonkers, fron

Miss Charlotie Gyss of 8§82 FHamilton
Avenue, who went to France last year
in charge of a corps of women tele-
phone and telegraph operators now on
duty at the headquarters of the army.
The letter tells gbout a reception for the
women, and savs:

“Wonder of wonders! General Per-
shing asked us all to tea at his chateau.
We were taken there in litnousines, and
Miss Anne Morgun poured tea. It rather
threatenerd to be a stiff party until the
Creneral said:

' Let's take up the rug and have a
livtle music.’

" The General Jdnnced with mostly all
of the guests, and believe me, he ly some
wonderful dancer, It turned cut to be
the most wonderfully jolly party. You
know, the General is a most democratic,
unspolfled-by-fame man yon would ever
want to meet, and we all lost our hearts
to him "' '







By MILLICENT MARTIN

HERE is an American girl’s own story of her “official
life” with the American army in France and across the
Rhine from the time she left home until she came back,
after having been sought out for a dance by the Prince
of Wales, who is making his first visit to America now.

AM essentially a b girl. My el is the world

of men and women where the great American game is
played seriously. From the time I started in March, 1918,
to be a telephone-operator in the Signal Corps, I felt that it
was a business proposition—Uncle Sam and Co. against Bill
Kaiser,—and it scemed to me that every call that was not
put through successfully simply meant that we had lost that
much in competition with other firm.

But I was probably as frivolous as the ordinary Amer-
jcan girl until T went into the Service. Then it came to
me, for the first time in my life,
that I had to be serious and ear-
nest. It was at a farewell lunch-
eon given for us by the officials of
the telephone company that it all
dawned on me, and I first realized
that on the next day we were to
leave our homes behind us, and
start for the place where every-
body was working so earnestly

and giving up so much,
I ﬂvnen wearing a beauty-

spot all during my training. I
rather suspected that it annoved
some of our instructors, but they
had been very patient and had
not said anything. But I felt
that I had to do some outward
act to symbolize my new feeling,
and so | turned to everybody and
said, “Here's where my beauty-
spot comes off, girls,” and I pulled

"We lived in an old school in Bordeauz.”

of the

U. S. Signal Corps

it from my face and threw it away. I did not wear one again
while I was in the service,

we boarded the train the next day for New York,
my vaccination began to take, and I was as miserable as a
sick puppy for a few days. We had been told to say "I don't
know” to everything that we were asked on the train, and
not to let p overhear us talking about our affairs. So
we chatted in French to each other, We all thought we knew
a lot of French,—1 was particularly proud that I remembered
so much of it from my boarding-school days in Belgium,—
but we found after we got there that there was a good deal
we didn't know about the language. I never shall fometthe
humiliation I felt when a French operator requested me to
m some one on the line who can speak French.” But at
this time we all thought our French was good, which, for
American French, it really was,

Drusilla Palmer and He‘n Orb, two of the other girls, were
very much excited. We were all a little bit tensed up over
the fact that we were actually going to France. Each one
of us moreover had a different reason for going.

Some of the girls went because they had sweethearts “over
there,” others because they needed jobs, and others because
they wanted to get back to their homes on the other side. But
the majority of them were going,
I think, as Drusilla and Helen and
T were going, because they wanted
to do what they could to help win
the war. T am not the type that
makes good in the sick-room. I
couldn’t be a nurse, and I felt
that the Signal Corps was the
place for the real business woman
who wanted to serve her country
efficiently.

Learning to operate the tele-
phone had been tedious, hard and
wearisome work. I should not
care to make a life profession of
telephone-operating as the French
girls do. It is wearing and nerve-
racking. In my months of train-
ing I had become expert at mak-
ing connections and saying, “The
line is busy!” “Waiting,” “I will
ring them again” and various




l’rmnapanygivenbythenritish
Mission at the officers’ club that I
met and danced with the Prince of Wales.

“Your Majesty, I want you to meet
one of our American girls,” said the cap-
tain who presented me.

I suppose that I should have been com-
pletely awed and overcome by the royal
presence, but the majesty of his bearing
was somewhat handicapped by the fact
that it was perfectly evident he had no
idea what to do with his hands and feet,
and that he preferred to look at the ceil-
ing or out of the window rather than at
the girl he was talking with, or rather,
the girl who was talking at him. He had
ice fresh English color, and seemed like
any other nice boy that you meet, who is
just a bit embarrassed.

I had always said that I would never
“Your Majesty"” anyone, and so I just
naturally stuck out my hand, and said,

“I'm very glad to meet you; I have
always wanted to"—which was the truth,
and we madmced.

The wasn't a bad dancer either, '
and we managed to say the usual things |

104 THE GR

to each other; and when he had finished
and he asked me if he had danced all
right, { told him he was ail nght for a
Prince, but I thought I liked the Ameri-
can way of dancing best.

Whenever a celebrity arrived, we al-
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COMMITTEE GETS

- LASTKENYON BILL,

Measure Providing Elélstic
Control of Public Works
Is Recommitted. .

The Kenyon bjll to give the Presi-
dent power to speed up in slack times
and retard in prosperous times con-
struction of public works, as a means
of meeting unemployment conditions,
was recommifted to the Senate com-
mittee on education and labor -late
yesterday, after an amendment had
been adopted which Senator Kenyon

ure.

The amendment was offered by Sen-
ator Harrison, democrat, Mississippi,
and would exempt from the provi-
sions of the.bill all river and h‘arbor

Ansenlncuas e e D mmembmn L]

$56,304 AWAITS DECISION

gaid practically destroyed the meas-

ON STATUS OF CIVILIAN
“HELLO GIRL” OVERSEAS

By the Associated Press. %

PHILADELPHIA, February 17.—
Whether a telephone operator
overseas Quring the world war was
a member of the forces of
the United States was argued be-
fore Judge Thompson in the United
States district court. The case
involved an inheritance tax . of
$56,304 on the estate of Mras. Ada-
line Pepper Gibson, socially prome-
inent and a relative of Senator
George W. Pepper, who enlisted
as a telephone operator with Base
Hospital 38,

She died January 10, 1919, leav-
ing an estate valued at $780,000.
Heirs are suing for & return of
the inheritance tax, on the ground
that Mrs. Gibson was a member
of the military forces of the United
States, served as a nurse and in-
terpreter as well as a telephone
operator, wore a nurse's uniform
and overseas chevrons,

Asngistant United States District
Attorney Henry B. Friedman
urged that Mrs. Gibson enrolled as
a civilian telephone operator and
that her status had not changed
at the time of her death. Judge
Thompson reserved decision,

— e ———




15 Women Dischm;ged By Army 60 Years Late
Neu;;ork Times (1923-Current file); Aug 26, 1979; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York Times
pe.

15 Women Discharged
By Army 60 Years Late

PROVIDENCE, R.I,, Aug. 25 (AP) —
Fifteen women, aged 80 to 91, received
their Army discharges this week, 60
years after leaving Government service
as wartime telephone operators in
France.

“It took them an awful long time, but
now that it has happened it’s wonderful,”
said Estelle Pheeney, 85 years old, of
Jamestown, after receiving a discharge
certificate from Secretary of the Army
Clifford Alexander Jr. at the United
States Naval War College in Newport.

She is among 15 surviving members of
the 350-woman Army Signal Corps Fe-
male Telephone Operators Unit that
served in France during World War I.|
The unit was established in response to
Gen. John J. Pershing’s call for women
operators who could speak French and
was disbanded at the end of the war.

The surviving operators were officially
discharged Thursday as the result of a re-
cent Defense Department ruling that al-
lows civilians who served in combat
areas to be considered active members of
the armed forces.

I had never been anywhere before, so
it was the most exciting time of my life,”
said Mrs. Pheeney, the former Estelle
Caron.

Her French-Canadian heritage gave
her a fluent command of French, and she
was a telephone operator supervisor in
Brockton, Mass., when she signed up.

Mrs. Pheeney and the other former
operators are now eligible for veterans
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)

., 7cuPiD ONPHONE WIRES
ello Girls” ?

HELLO GIRLS STAMPEDE

WHEN SIX MICE APPEAR

CHICAGO, Dec. 30.—8ix mice raised
pandemonium in the main exchange of
the Chicago Telephone Company, Wash-
ington and Franklin streets, recently.
The tiny rodents, drawn from thelr
mural lairs by a tempting smell of
luncheon cheese, stampeded 100 hello
girls and sent them flying pelimell to
perches of safety on stools and switch-
boards,

The peace which wrapped th: ex-
change suddenly was broken by a wild
feminine shriek:

“Mice!"

Instantly -scream after scream ran
down the long ilne, Terrifled gi:is threw

“receiving caps” from thelr theads,
.| dashed down thelr “plugs” and rushed
for refuge from the sudden danger.

Some sought safety on the tops of
stools. Some climbed to the high central
ridge of the switchboard. Others Sprang
upon desks, window sills, and chairs,
and drew their skirts about them.

The hubbub brought Superintendent
He came,
Le saw, he blushed. Instead of the cus-

MNiIlNiAnYas s =

tomary line of demure and busy mald-
ens, watching little electric lights gleam
out upon their switchhoards, calling
softly, “Hello' and “Number, please’
he beheld such a bewildering array of
snowy linegerie and dainty hose that
for a moment he hesitated. But Super-
Intendent Kelly is a brave man.

With one Napoleonic glance he took
in the silvation and redlized he con-
fronted a crisis. So, covering his burn-
ing face with his hand-—-but peeping, It
is alleged, throug! is fingers—the su-
perintendent groped his way to a broom
In a4 corner. Armed with this weapon,
he charged the mice, The bhattle was
short and furious. Five mice were sent
scampering bhack to their holes, leav-
ing one of thel number dead upon the
field

Victorious, but still blushing, the con-
:.uﬂ )r turned his back upon the girls

and cded out that all was safe. So
qu prottily draped statues of “Fright”
climbed down from thelr eyries and
arial coignes and became “hello girls”
again.

The incident explains why for twenty
minutes in the afterncon patrons of
the telephone company all over the ety
talked volubly into lifeless wires, being
unable to get connections through the
main exchange.
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Many Operators i New York
Desert Jobs to Wed.

COMPANIES ARE IN TROUBLE

Hello Girls' Amalgamated Union Would
Have Marriage Licensze Bureaus Estab-
lished Next Door to Exchanges—Man-
agers Appeal to Subscribers to Fill
the Places Left Vacant.

From the New York Proas.

Cupid and Hymen are perching on the
telephone wires 24 hours & day in this
city and the nalghboring counties in Long
Iasland and New Jersey, £nd telephoneg op-
erators are getting married so fast the
New York Telephona Company and its
subgidiaries find difficulty in keeping the
awitchboard filled. Ewvery time tha wind
blows through the wires it seems to play
a wedd ng march into the ears of the
girl operators In the exchanges, and thelr
hearts keep golng pitty-pat unttl the right
man comes along Then off they go to
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ALICE PAUL BOOMED FOR
PRESIDENT BY HELLO GIRLS.

Pretty Operators of Quaker City
Organize a Suffragette Society.

PHILADELPHIA, March 1L—Miss |
Alice Paul, of Moorestown, N. J., was
boomed for presidentess of Lhe Lnxteu'
States at the initial meeting here laal
night of the Telephone Girls' sSut-
fragette Society.

Mrs, Milton Orme, the suffragette or-
ganizer of this city, for months has
been quietly at work among the work-
ing girls here, and the first conference
looking to the complete . organization
of the hello girls under the suffragette
banner was held last night at the Edge-
ton, Forty-first street and Parkside
avenue. Mrs, Orme presided.

At the same hour a wee meeting of
the first hello girl suffragectes was held
at one of the big telephone bulldings
downtown. The hello gir! that presided
made a thrilling litle speech In & real
sweet voice, and called upon the other
hello girls never to forget their native
land, and told them that they should
organize, carry banners, roast the nasty
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Why “Hello Girls™ 7

The American woman of any age is the best-looking woman in the world now. She will certainly
to her charms a bit (but not too much) of "sophistication.”

Ann and | were sitting in the lounge of the Plaza Hotel in our metropolis, waiting for Doris. "She |
"By the way, did you notice her new dress last night? | think it is a pity that a good-looking wom
her figure by such an unbecoming outfit. How do you feel about it?"

| don't mind the cut so much, but | object to the color,” | said. "Such an unbecoming brown! Dr
she would just try to match them. . . . Instead of that she wears that dull color which very few w

| stopped. | saw Doris entering the hall.

"Hello, girls.” (In the U.S.A. they address you as "girl" even if you are a grandmother.) Doris, to v
colored dress and a matching hat and handbag with it.

"I'm sorry I'm late, but | just got this lovely handbag. It was made to order to match my outfit.”
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About Well-Known Folk
In Books, Art, Politics

War Department Approves Rogers’
Bill for Women’'s Army
Auxiliary Corps

By ROBERT CRAWFORD.

With Representative Edith Nourse Rogers of Massachusetts the World
War did not end with the armistice in November, 1918, insofar as the
interests of the men and women who served were concerned. During the
23 years since then she has kept in constant touch with them and as the
only woman member of the House Committee on World War Veterans'
Legislation has ever been watchful of their interests,

As an official observer abroad during the World War, Mrs. Rogers had
the opportunity to observe the work that womerrdid with the American
forces and the work of the women of England who served with the Amer-
{can forces. After a thorough study of the situation she concluded that
not only in Europe but in this country more efficient, more effective work
and less duplication of duties could have been obtained if the work of the

women in the Army had had official< —_—
status, and if volunteer workers

could have been classified as to rank. |
With this in view., Representa- |
tive Rogers. after receiving the ap-
proval of the War Department, on
the 28th of last month introduced
in the Congress a bill to establish a
Women's Army Auxiliary Corps, for
service with the Army of the United
States. The bill recites that the|
corps shall not be a part of the
Army but it shall be the only wom-‘
en's organization authorized to serve
with the AFm¥ exclusive of the]
Army Nurse Corpsi The bill spe-
cifically states that nurses shall not
be enrolled in the W. A. A. C.. and
nothing in the act shall affect or
change the Army Nurse COrps as
now established by law. The Rogers
bill states that enrollment in the
gpuxiliary corps shall be voluntary.
Mrs. Rogers makes it plain that
the primary purpose of her bill is
to release enlisted Army men for
training or active combat service:

i milia awa naw nerfarmine the

Engagements
Of Interest
In Capital

Ann Wedderburn
To Be Bride of
Robert L. Burleigh

Among the many announcements
of interest in the Capital and nearby
sections today is that made by Mr.
and Mrs. Alexander John Wedder-
burn of the engagement of thejr
daughter, Miss Ann Lewis Wedder-
burn, and Mr. Robert Lovd Burleigh.

The marriage will take place July
11 at 8:30 o'clock in the Church of

i the Covenant.

gram; to continuance of the hot |by J. W. Lawsou, district superin- | Olive
lunch projects in the schools; to | tendent of schools for Calexico, | g

Army Proposes Organization
Of Weomen's Auxiliary X

WASHINGTON, Jan. 20— (UP1—
The army will recrujt an initial
force of 12200 volunteers to form
a women's army auxiliary corps if
enabling legislation recommended
by the war department is nppro\'vd.:
Lieut. Cel. Tra Swift, of the army's
general staff, told the house mlli-‘
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tary affairs committee today. \511 :lh
Swift estimated it would cost|Dom
$10,000,000 to get the program un- | oM,
| Kutz
| I l O
Although lhie set the initiai force | Nuff
at only 12,200, Rep. Edith Nourse | Tho
Rogers, R., Mass., author of the bill, |

' said the force probably weculd reach !

a total of 20,000 to 25,000 women in Pn
non-combatant poests,

|
Earlier Gen. George C. Maurshall, | AS
chief of staff, intormed the com- |
mittee by letter that the hill prv-qu
sented “a sound method 161 meeting

| military requirements.” T

Swift said 9,700 wemen probably | 107
asso(

would be used in air raid warning | sy
| Be

About 6,020 civilian women work- | T,l“
la 1

ers are now working in air rm(i,d 3
ay

information posts but there is ¢
nzed for “military control,” he said. wher
Deofects of the existing system, ho;”w”
said, are absences of the unpaid SYCh
workers and the great twrnover in | 1CeY
perscnnel, M
Women with the air raid warning  ©®
service could perform such duties | D¢
as clerks, plotters, tellers, spotters <P
and messengers, he aid, and in' ,A“
oth'r military work they could serve REOD
as clerks, machine operators, tele- ‘?""{
phone and telegraph operators, \on¢
dieticians and possibly hostesses. ”f‘”
Swift said the ultimate size of U8 "
the WAAC will depend on military "
requirements which cannot be de-
termined now. S
a

Beauty Expert At
At City Store W

the

Violet Havward. beautv anthor.
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! WAACs Look Over Future Work Here

in- Here to size up various jobs which will soon fall to the lot of their organization, these two WAACs
ive.| report to WAAC Lt. Mabel R. Comegys at headquarters of the 15th Signal Training Regiment, as L&
thel William L. Bost, Personnel Adjutant of the regiment looks on. They are Cpl. Maxine Goldman,
ond s left, and Cpl. Mae F. Reed.

[Women Soldiers =

=Babies Master Radio Code--Honest!

#And are Radio GI's Faces Red

Vanguard Of WAAC Arrives
To Plan ‘Invasion’ Of Fort

To Relieve Men
For Field Jobs

Delegation Paves Way
For Auxiliary Set to
Handle Processing

[

At long last, the WAACs . . .8
Straighten your ties, mei. Comb
your hair, Press those uniforms
more carefully than ever, because
a new impetus has been added to
Army life at Fort Monmouth.

A forerunner of what is to come
within the next week or two vise
ited the Fifteenth Signal Training
Regiment this week. A delegation
of WAACs swooped down wupom
the “Fightin’ Fifteenth” head-
quariers, where ‘they looked over
thé situation, - and made = last=
mintte plans for a gala entrance
into this historic regiment.

Col.’ Frank H. Curtis, command=
ing officer of the regiment, greet=
ed the WAACs with one of his
inipressive talks. .The Colonel’s
staff stood by with baited breath
to note every reaction of the ‘‘old
man” as he went through the pros
cess of greeting the newcomers.
Everyone knows Colonel Curtis is
Regular Army through and through.
The question as to his immediate
reaction was one of debate for the
old-timers who  knew him from
'way back.

All went well, however. The
Colonel beamed his friendly smile,
as only he alone can do. He even
went so far ag to shake their

{Continued on Paee 5}
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WAC Directorship to Be Abolished |

WASHINGTON, April 24 (AP)—Clifford
Alexander Jr., Secretary of the Army, an-
nounced today that he was abolishing
the directorship of the Women’s Army

Corps. The action follows a statement
in which Defense Secretary Harold Brown

told Congress that women had become
“full partncrs in our national defense”
and required no separate organization
within the military. Brig. Gen Mary E..
Clarke, the WAC dlrector is to be given
another assignment.




Judith Hicks Stiehm

Army Opinions about
Women in the Army

Abstract: Survey data collected from U.S. Army personnel show t
who are a substantial minority (about 12 percent) in the Army, w
ment in which their usefulness and accomplishments are view
men and women and also by personnel holding different ranks.
that the acceptance of women remains limited. Indeed, to even
which were asked about them would seem to marginalize wo
apart—and this in an institution that places a high value on cches
als in other institutions may harbor similar reservations, but the .
be open to (and received) rather negative responses; other in:
different, or they may be more self-censoring.

Background

Twice a year the Army surveys its troops on a wide rai
Fall of 1994 an interesting set of questions was asked relate
Specifically, soldiers were asked to state the extent to which
agreed (or neither agreed nor disagreed) with statements like
assigned to any specialties for which they can pass a test to qua

By ERIC SCHMITTSpecial to The New York Times

11,000 New Positions in Army Open to Women After Review
New York Times (1923-); Nov 15, 1988; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York Times
pe. A28

11,000 New Positions in Army
Open to Women After Review

Army Women Face Bias on Macho Base: Sexual harassment in the Army takes

New York Times (1923-); Aug 2, 1992; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The New York Times

pe. 28

Army Women Face Bias on Macho Base

By ERICSCHMITT
Specialio The New York Times

FORT BRAGG, N.C. — For Special-
ist Treneé Maddox, it was sexist innu-
endo from leering sergeants about her
appearance. For Capt. Priscilla Mondt,
it was sexually suggestive lyrics in
soldiers” marching cadences. For for-
mer Specialist Pamela Metras, il
meant an assault in her barracks.

At Fort Bragg, one of the Army's
largest bases, women encounter the
same kinds of sexual harassment that
many women have complained are
common in the Navy.

The climate for women here is ex-
tremely difficult given the macho envi-
ronment of a base that is home to the
82d Airborne Division and other elite
troops. Only 12 percent of the 43,000
soldiers here are women — roughly the
same ratio in the Army over all — but
nhuny units have few women or none at
all.

“This is already one of the most
high-stress, physically demanding
places, so when you add some level of
harassment, it’s that much tougher,”
sajd st Sgt. Maria Hurlburt, a hard-
bitten, 39-year-old former drill ser-
geant from Staten Island who is now
company sergeant for a 142-person
communications unit.

Other minorities can Lap into exter-
nal support organizations at Fort
Bragg; for example, black soldiers can
turn 1o groups like the local chapter of
the N.A.A.C.P. But women here say
their opportunities te form networks or
just discuss their common problems
are virtually nonexistent.

“It’s harder 1o be a woman here
because it's imlmidal:ng 1o be sur-
rounded by so many men," said Cap-
tain Mondt, who is the first and unly
female chap!am assigned to the 824
Airborne. “1 see a trend that many
women do not feel empowered."

Isolation in a Male World

In interviews with more than a dozen
officers and enlisted personnel, women
here talk about a sense of loneliness
and of being isolated in a male domain,
making harassment more difficult to
deal with.

Women here say the frequency of
harassment varies widely. Many re-
called only one or two minor incidents
in their military careers, while others
said they regularly endured jibes,
taunts or wWorse.

But women here also say the inci-
dence of sexual harassment depends

on several factors. Enlisted women are
more likely to have pi ms than are
officers. Younger, less assertive wom-
en are more vulnerable to harassment
than are older, more confident women.
Units with large numbers of women
experience fewer troubles than those
where females are a small minority.

“In some units, sexual harassment is
a blgdeal and won'tb Lbe swepl under me

Lynn Williams, a jump master at
g, where only 12 per-
cent of 43,000 soldiers are women.

Sexual
harassment in the
Army takes
many forms.

*“But there are some units whose com-, !
manders let that swif slide. That'sj
where you have problems.”

Given its size, Fort Bragg offers al
broad demographic sampling that il-
lustrates an array of attitudes towardl
women and sexual harassment, atti-
tudes that are also common in the Air|
Force, Navy and Marine Corps.

The former Army specialist, Ms. Me-|
tras, 26, said she left the Army last|

mber mainly because of the

steady harassment she had endured|
while a parachule rigger in a quarter-|
master unit. Ms. Metras said that in|
October 1990, a month before being|
deployed to Saudi Arabia with her unit,|
she had been raped in her barracks by
an enlisted man.

'] was just sIEeplng and next (hmg 1
know, someone was on top of me,” said
Ms. Metras, who is now a nurslxlg stu-
dent nea:- Delmu l d:dht reporl |l

haranca

but still demeaning.

Specialist Maddox, 25, said a senior
sergeant, asking how she had got a
coveted job as a communication battal-
ion secretary, suggested it must have
been because of her looks rather than
her clerical talents.

“Sure, it’s a problem, but little things
Inke that happen so often you could
d all your time mmg complaints,”
Spel:lallst Maddox

Fort Bragg's equalcpparlunﬂy of-
fice received five sexual-harassment
complaints from women soldiers in
1991 and six so far this year. Army
officials said they did not know if the
figures were low because other com-
plaints had been handled in the chain of
command, as is recommended, or be-
cause women thought that the office
‘would not pursue their complaints.

Senior Army officials here and in
Washington condemn sexuval harass-
ment in the ranks and say the Army
was taking steps (o prevent abuses
long before anyone ever heard of the
Tailhook Association, whose conven-
tion in Las Vegas last year was the
scene of incidents that brought to na-
tional attention the issue of sexual har-
assmenl in the Navy.

en. Charles H. Baumann, the
c.hlef of slal’l‘ at Fort Bragg, issued an
order last Dec. 3 to end sexually sug-
gestive lyrics in the singsong cadences
that soldiers bark out during their run-
ning exercises.

In a memorandum dated July 10, the
head of the 82d Airborne Division, Maj.
Gen. Henry H. Shelton, reasserted the,
Army's overall policy against offensive
comments, gestures or inapprapriate
physical conduct.

Commanders Are Warned

“‘Recent military and civilian scan-|
«dals have shown us that sexual harass-
ment is more prevalent than previous-
ly thought,” General Shelton said. *“I
expect all commanders to become per-]
sonally involved in monitoring their,
units' awareness of the prevention of|
sexual harassment."”

In ane recent case in the division, cme
sergeant was regri imanded and a
other was demoted, docked $1,200 pay
and given 45 days of extra work after a.
21-year-old female private first class
complained that the men were harass-
ing her and sending her abusive lelters.
In a second inci

ieved of his duties for pinchi
verbally harassmg a 23-year-old ie-

| male specialist.

Some women here say that things
are getting better. In June, for exam-
ple, Lieut. Col. Ann Dlmwoud was ap-
pointed as the 82d Airborne's first fe-
male battalion commander.

In a division where only 300 of the
15,000 soldiers are women, Colonel
Dunwoody, 39, now commands the

407th Supply and Transportation bat-
talian which b preess

Maj. Jeanne Lany

Nov. 14 (AP) — A
he military’s treat-
its ranks ended to-
announced that it
er of noncombat oc-
d previously been

of the occupations
’entagon said the
| as many as 11,138
:n to women, Com-
us moves by the
ind Marine Corps,
re than 24,000 the
ned to women since
October 1987.

e up 10.4 percent of
r 217,400 of the total
rs and enlisted per-
rcent of all person-
) combat positions,

et aiiing by e Ay sed] t0 women.

unit has about 50 women.

Colonel Dunwoody, a highly res,
ed 18-year afficer W
of a Gne-star Army general, rec

—all message is that
houtheanrmly committed to

o LTS 10 Women that are

|ry rying e
2d Airborne four years ag,

was like coming |nl0 the Dark
Colonel Dunwoody sal
officers perceived l.hm thmr N
|would think less favorably of th
|they allowed me to be assigned |
division in & critical position."

Then a major, Colonel Duny
was assigned to account for the
sion's equipment, including u
weapons and parachutes, a job no
ly given to lower-ranking captain
once her superiors became far
with her work, Colonel Dunwoody
her assignments improved signif
Iy

Praise for Opportunities
Another positive account came

Maj. Jeanne Lang, 35, a Black
transport-helicopter pilot who
heads a company of an Apache a

isting laws and stat-

The task force found that while
roughly 50 percent of personnel were
assigned to combat positions and
roughly 50 percent were in noncombat
support jobs, thousands of jobs re-
quired judgment calls that frequently
went against women.

‘“Each of the services had a way of
designating positions,’’ Dr. Armor said.
“That led to situations where a recon-
naissance aircraft in the Navy was
closed but it was open in the Air Force.

So what we’ve really done here is

.adopted the same value in evaluating

risk.”

The new rule specifies that a particu-
lar occupation should be judged not on
the basis of the skills involved or the
unit to which it is now assigned, but on
whether the position would expose an
individual to the same risk of hostile
fire as a combat job.
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H.R.1953 - Hello Girls Congressional Gold Medal Act of 2019

116th Congress (2019-2020)

BILL Hide Overview X
More on This Bill

Sponsor: Rep. Cleaver, Emanuel [D-MO-5] (Introduced 03/28/2019) Constitutional Authority Statement
CBO Cost Estimates [0]

Committees: House - Financial Services; House Administration

Latest Action: House - 03/28/2019 Referred to the Committee on Financial Services, and in addition to the Committee on House Administration,
for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the Subject — Policy Area:
jurisdiction of the committee concerned. (All Actions)
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1. H.R.4949 — 117th Congress (2021-2022)
Hello Girls Congressional Gold Medal Act of 2021
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[1] Committees: House - Financial Services; House Administration
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Sponsor: Sen. Tester, Jon [D-MT] (Introduced 03/10/2021) Cosponsors: (37)

v Committees: Senate - Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs

=
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Latest Action: Senate - 03/10/2021 Read twice and referred to the Committee on Banking, Housing, and Urban Affairs. (All Actions)
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Support a Congressional Gold Medal for the WWI Hello Girls!

Find your state's Hello Girls, and write to Congress. Here's how:




mziobro@monmouth.edu
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